
Part 3 - A 
 Understanding God’s 

Grace and Love



“God’s love is perfect and 
unconditional, based totally upon 
the character of the Giver rather 

than you the receiver.  Your 
performance does nothing to 
influence God’s love for you.”
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THE GOSPEL AND OUR RELATIONSHIP WITH GOD

“ Amazing grace! How sweet the sound 
That saved a wretch like me! 

I once was lost, but now am found, 
Was blind, but now I see.”  1 

John Newton

Paul David Tripp’s words from his book, Broken-Down House, define some of the many 
aspects of grace and will be used throughout this study. 

“ So grace is a story and grace is a gift.  It is God’s character 
and it is your hope.  Grace is a transforming tool and a state of 
relationship… Grace is an experience and a calling.  Grace will 

make you acknowledge that you cannot earn God’s favor, and it will 
remove your fear of not measuring up to his standards.” 2 

I.	 God’s grace is expressed in a multitude of ways. 

A.	 By His grace, which is unearned favor and merit, God chose to place His love and  
affection upon you before the foundation of the world.

“ …He chose us in Him before the foundation of the world,  
that we would be holy and blameless before Him. 

In love He predestined us to adoption as sons through  
Jesus Christ to Himself, according to the kind intention of His will, 

to the praise of the glory of His grace,  
which He freely bestowed on us in the Beloved.”Eph. 1:4-6 NASB

B.	 By His grace, He drew you into a love-relationship that would last for eternity. 
(John 6:44; 10:28)

“ …I have loved you with an everlasting love; 
I have drawn you with loving-kindness.”Jer. 31:3b

C.	 By His grace, God chose to reveal the person of Christ and His truth.  
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1.	 He opens your blind eyes and unstops your deaf ears. (Luke 4:22)

2.	 He opens your heart and mind to an understanding of Christ and His truth. 
(1 John 5:20; Luke 24:45; Matt. 16:15-17; Acts 16:14)

D.	 By His grace, He revealed an understanding of who you were as a natural man and 
by His grace, revealed your need for a Savior.  God describes your totally depraved 
condition in the following statements:

1.	 A rebel from birth (Is. 48:8d)

2.	 An enemy of God (Rom. 5:10)

3.	 Spiritually dead in your sins and trespasses (Eph. 2:1)

4.	 Incapable of spiritual understanding (1 Cor. 2:14)

5.	 Unrighteous; worthless (Rom. 3:10-12)

6.	 Self-centered; self-seeking (2 Cor. 5:15)

7.	 Deserving of death and hell; eternal separation from God (Rom. 6:23a)

8.	 Believing you were something when you were nothing (Gal. 6:3)

9.	 Having an imagined righteousness (Is. 64:6; Rom. 3:10,12)

 “ We all, like sheep, have gone astray, 
each of us has turned to his own way.”Is. 53:6a

The Prophet Isaiah when confronted with the holiness of God and his depravity 
responded in utter humility and submission.  And once cleansed by the power of the 
King, he offered himself in sacrificial service.  In his own words, he describes his 
encounter with the Living God:

 “  ‘Woe to me!’  I cried. ‘I am ruined!  For I am a man of unclean lips,  
and I live among a people of unclean lips,  

and my eyes have seen the King, the Lord Almighty.’  
Then one of the seraphs flew to me with a live coal in his hand,  

which he had taken with tongs from the altar.  
With it he touched my mouth and said, ‘See, this has touched your lips;  

your guilt is taken away and your sin atoned for.’ 
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 Then I heard the voice of the Lord saying,  
‘Whom shall I send?  And who will go for us?’  And I said, ‘Here am I. 

Send me!’ ”Is. 6:5-8

“ Grace will convince you of your unworthiness 
without ever making you feel unloved.”  3

E.	 By His grace, He chose to love you and to die for you in your helpless, hopeless, 
ungodly state. (Eph. 2:8; Rom. 5:6-10)

1.	 You were powerless and helpless to save yourself. (Rom. 5:6)

2.	 You could not do enough “good works” to compensate for your daily violations 
of God’s law in thought, word and deed; by sins of omission and commission. 
(Eph. 2:9)

 “ For while we were still helpless…Christ died for the ungodly. 
…But God demonstrates His own love toward us, 

in that while we were yet sinners, Christ died for us.”Rom. 5:6,8 NASB

F.	 By His grace, He chose to 

1.	 bring you to an understanding of your sin and convict you of it. (John 16:8; 
1 Thess. 5:5)

2.	 grant you repentance. (2 Tim. 2:25b; Acts 11:18)

3.	 place your sin on His perfect Son and proclaim Him “guilty.” (1 Pet. 2:24)

4.	 pour out the wrath you deserved on Christ, the Sacrificial Lamb. (Is. 53:5-10)

5.	 cover you with Christ’s righteousness so you would be judged “innocent.”

 “ God made him who had no sin to be sin for us, 
so that in him we might become the righteousness of God.”2 Cor. 5:21

6.	 present you holy and blameless, clothed in Christ’s purity and perfection to 
Himself.
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“ But now he has reconciled you by Christ’s physical body
through death to present you holy in his sight, 
without blemish and free from accusation…”Col. 1:22

“ Grace will confront you with the fact that you are much less than you
thought you were, even as it assures you that you can be far more than you had 
ever imagined.  Grace will put you in your place without ever putting you down. 
Grace will enable you to face truths about yourself that you have hesitated to 
consider, while freeing you from being self-consciously introspective.  Grace 
will confront you with profound weakness, and at the same time introduce you 

to new-found strength.  Grace will tell you what you aren’t, while introducing 
you to what you can now be.  Grace will make you as uncomfortable as you have 

ever been, while offering you more comfort than you have ever known.”  4

G. By His grace, He continues

1. to convict you of sin and bring you to repentance. (Ps. 32:1-5)

2. to forgive and cleanse you. (1 John 1:9; Is. 1:18)

3. to grow you in godliness. (Phil. 1:6; 2 Pet. 1:3)

4. to provide His Word as a resource to be treasured:

a. to turn you from temptation. (Ps. 119:11,57-61)

b. to guide, comfort, strengthen, revive and sustain you. (Ps. 119:28,50,92,116)

c. to teach you discernment between good and evil and discernment about 
your own heart. (Prov. 2:9-12; Heb. 4:12)

d. to be your delight and to bring you joy! (Ps. 119:105,111)

H. By His grace, He continues to reveal Himself through communion with you and to 
teach His truths through His Spirit and His word. (John 16:13-15; John 17:17)

I. By His grace, you are sustained in this life and in the far better one to come. (Jude 
24) 

“ Grace will turn your life upside down while giving you a rest you
have never known.  Grace will drive you to the end of yourself, while 

it invites you to fresh starts and new beginnings.  Grace will dash your 
hopes, but never leave you hopeless.  Grace will decimate your kingdom 
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as it introduces you to a better King.  Grace will expose your blindness 
as it gives you eyes to see.   Grace will make you sadder than you have 

ever been, while it gives you greater cause for celebration than you have 
ever known.  Grace enters your life in a moment and will occupy you for 

eternity.  You simply cannot live a productive life in this broken-down world 
unless you have a practical grasp of the grace you have been given.”  5 

II.	 God’s unearned love and grace are freely given because of His character as the Giver, 
not because of your character. (Eph. 3:17-19)

A.	 God is perfect; therefore, His love toward you remains perfect. (Matt. 5:48; 1 John 
4:16)

1.	 You can add nothing to it, as a child of His, by your performance and obedience.

2.	 You can subtract nothing from it when you sin.

3.	 You can do nothing to separate yourself from God’s love. (Rom. 8:35,37-39) 

4.	 You do not have to perform to impress Him or to keep Him from rejecting you.

5.	 You cannot lose your salvation by sinning. (Ps. 119:41)

 “ I give them eternal life, and they shall never perish; 
no one can snatch them out of my hand.  

My Father, who has given them to me, is greater than all;  
no one can snatch them out of my Father’s hand.”John 10:28,29

B.	 God’s love has freed you from His judgment and condemnation for all time. 

1.	 By His grace, Christ received the complete condemnation you deserved as the 
wages for your sins.  The Author of Life died in your place.

2.	 By His grace, the Lord will dispense loving discipline, but He will never condemn 
you to hell. (Heb. 12:5-11; Ps. 119:75)

a.	 The Apostle Paul acknowledged, as a mature believer, that he struggled with 
sin. (Rom. 7)

b.	 Paul, nonetheless, completely understood how Christ had freed him from all 
condemnation.
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3.	 By His grace, God proclaims to every believer in Romans 8:1:

 “ Therefore, there is now no condemnation for those who are in 
Christ Jesus…”

III.	 You may have the wrong view of God, the Father. (Ps. 18:30-32; Is. 6:3)

A.	 Your wrong view usually stems from an earthly father who was a poor role model of 
godliness.  Your earthly father may have 

1.	 demanded perfection and  performance.

2.	 been domineering, controlling.

3.	 rejected, punished harshly, condemned.

4.	 lacked involvement; been detached.

5.	 lacked trustworthiness; been undependable.

6.	 been morally flawed and/or a hypocrite to his own teachings.

7.	 lacked a meaningful relationship with you.

8.	 spoiled and indulged you; given you whatever you wanted.

9.	 intervened to protect you from the consequences of your sin.

10.	not taught you respect for and submission to his, others’ or God’s authority.

11.	not taught you to be responsible.

12.	not disciplined you or disciplined you in an ungodly way.

B.	 Your wrong view of God may have been developed by unconsciously transferring 
the sinful characteristics of your earthly father to your heavenly Father.

1.	 You may see God, the Father as

a.	 not accepting you as you are.

b.	 requiring your performance to receive His love.
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c.	 rejecting you because you are not meeting His expectations.

d.	 deserting you in difficult circumstances.

e.	 being uninvolved in the details of your personal life.

f.	 not desiring an intimate relationship with you.

g.	 not being worthy of your trust.

h.	 existing to give you what you want; indulging your desires.

i.	 not expecting you to submit to His authority; having no right to discipline you.

j.	 requiring little or nothing of you.

k.	 existing to eliminate the consequences of your sin.

2.	 You may believe God is “out to get you” because you view the biblical principle 
of “reaping what you sow” as punishment from a wrathful God, rather than the 
tender discipline of a loving Father. (Heb. 12:5-11)

C.	 Your erroneous beliefs must be corrected by renewing your mind with the truth 
of Scripture about God’s character, His eternal commitments to you and what He 
commands of you.

IV.	 God’s love, mercy and acceptance give you a new identity in Christ.

 “ I have been crucified with Christ and I no longer live, but Christ lives 
in me.  The life I live in the body, I live by faith in the Son of God,  

who loved me, and gave himself for me.”Gal. 2:20

A.	 By His grace, you are an entirely “new creation;” your old nature has passed away. 
You have been given a new nature, which is the nature of Christ Himself. (2 Cor. 
5:17; Rom. 6:6‑8)

B.	 By His grace, you are freed from sin and have become slaves of God. (Rom. 6:22)

C.	 By His grace, you are given the ability to live out your new identity. (Rom. 6:1-14)
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 “ But you are a chosen people, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, 
a people belonging to God, that you may declare the praises of him  

who called you out of darkness into his wonderful light.   
Once you were not a people, but now you are the people of God;  

once you had not received mercy, but now you have received mercy.”1 Pet. 2:9,10

V.	 God’s love and grace also equips you to live in harmony with Him and to handle any 
situation, no matter how difficult.

A.	  God issues this proclamation to all believers: “…My grace is sufficient for you, 
for my power is made perfect in weakness.” (2 Cor. 12:9a)

You do not have to hope for or pray for sufficient 
grace to handle your trials and temptations.  

Sufficient grace is already given to you!

1.	 You must accept the reality that God’s grace is sufficient for you!

2.	 The recognition of your own helplessness and neediness is your avenue to 
experiencing the sufficiency of God’s grace.

B.	 Christ empowers you, through His grace, to handle every crisis, temptation, 
adversity, blessing and eventuality. (Phil. 4:13) 

“ His grace is great enough to meet the great things- 
The crashing waves that overwhelm the soul,  

The roaring winds that leave us stunned and breathless,  
The sudden storms beyond our life’s control.

His grace is great enough to meet the small things-  
The little pin-prick troubles that annoy,  

The insect worries, buzzing and persistent,  
The squeaking wheels that grate upon our joy.”  6

Annie Johnson Flint

VI.	 Christ’s love makes every provision for your earthly existence.

A.	 By His grace, He promises to never leave nor forsake you. (Heb. 13:5b)
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B.	 By His grace, He will not reject you when you fail Him.  Read John 21:15-17, which 
is the account of Christ’s gracious encounter with Peter after he had denied Him…
no condemnation! (Rom. 8:1)

C.	 By His grace, He provides all you need for godliness. 

“ His divine power has given us everything we need for life 
and godliness through our knowledge of him  

 who called us by his own glory and goodness.”2 Pet. 1:3

D.	 By His grace, He is always loving, compassionate and faithful, even when you are 
not. (Lam. 3:22,23)

E.	 By His grace, He has given you spiritual gifts to give you eternal purpose and meets 
your need for every good work. (Rom. 12:6; 2 Cor. 9:8)

F.	 By His grace, He makes you adequate or competent to fulfill His mission because 
you are not. (2 Cor. 3:5,6; Eph. 2:10)

G.	 By His grace, God will continue the work He has begun in you.  His love will pursue 
you when you try to run from Him.

 “ Being confident of this, that he who began a good work in you  
will carry it on to completion until the day of Christ Jesus.”Phil. 1:6

H.	 By His grace, He has placed you in a realm where you can receive every spiritual 
blessing in Christ.

1.	 Draw upon His endless resources. (1 Pet. 1:2b)

2.	 Draw upon His grace and peace. (John 14:27)

3.	 Do not limit His abilities. (Eph. 3:20,21)

 “ Praise be to God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ,  
who has blessed us in the heavenly realms  

with every spiritual blessing in Christ.”Eph. 1:3
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 “ He giveth more grace when the burdens grow greater,  
He sendeth more strength when the labors increase;  

To added affliction He addeth His mercies,  
To multiplied trials His multiplied peace. 

When we have exhausted our store of endurance,  
When our strength has failed ere the day is half done,  

When we reach the end of our hoarded resources  
Our Father’s full giving is only begun.

His love has no limit His grace has no measure,  
His power no boundary known unto men; 
For out of His infinite riches in Jesus  

He giveth and giveth and giveth again.”  7 
Annie Johnson Flint

 “ Grace and peace be yours in abundance.”1 Pet. 1:2b

 “ Through many dangers, toils and snares  
I have already come;  

‘Tis grace hath brought me safe thus far,  
And grace will led me home.”  8

John Newton




